THE   PLAY  OF  MORE
Cominius leads Coriolanus away with the words
Will you hence
Before the tag return? Whose rage doth rend
Like interrupted waters, and o'erbear
What they are used to bear.
Menenius remains to intercede for 'the consul Coriolanus5:
BRUTUS  He consul!
CITIZENS No, No, No, No, No.
In the 'three pages3 Surrey provokes the mob by a jeer entirely
in the manner of Coriolanus himself. The mob shout him down:
ALL    We'll not hear my lord of Surrey:
No, No, No, No, No.
MORE Whiles they are o'er the bank of their obedience
Thus will they bear down all things.
Professor Spurgeon1 has pointed out how ethe majesty of
England' (1. 74) has a Shakespearean ring, recalling 'the majesty
of buried Denmark', cthe beauteous majesty of Denmark
(Hamlet, i, i, 48; rv, v, 21)'; how the rather peculiar use of self
is Shakespearean2; and how the phrase eravenous fishes' '(1. 86)
also occurs in a Shakespearean passage (Henry VIII, i, ii, 79),
In this speech (1. 86) and in Hamlet (i, i, 98) come the two
earliest instances of the rare use of cto shark' as a verb. All this
has subsidiary value. But the striking thing is that in King Lear,
just as in D's 'three pages', we pass from the idea of a state of
things in which life is made impossible for the aged, to the idea
of men devouring each other like cannibal sea-monsters.
Albany says to Goneril:
A father, and a gracious aged man
... have you madded. ...
If that the Heavens do not their visible spirits
Send quickly down to tame these vile offences
It will come,
1 Loc. cit, p. 262.          a P. 265
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